
 
What it means to be a socio-economically diverse school 

The Museum School sits in a community with large numbers of low-income families and pockets 
of families with higher incomes. All families are welcome to apply and have equal access to the 
school through the lottery. Yet the vast majority of parents who apply have incomes on the higher 
side. Few families with incomes low enough* to quality for free and reduced-price lunch apply 
to TMS.  

The result is a dramatic disparity between TMS and the two traditional schools in the attendance 
zone. While 12 percent of TMS students qualify for free or reduced-price lunch, more than 95 
percent of families qualify at neighboring Avondale and Peachcrest elementary schools. The 
concentration of poverty exacerbates already challenging factors for children from lower-income 
families, such as the unlikelihood that their parents can afford museum visits, educational 
summer camps, and other enrichment opportunities that enhance academic achievement. 

The Museum School compared to traditional schools in its attendance zone 

To address issues of equity and access, The Museum School has made it a priority to recruit and 
enroll more students from lower-income families.  

Impact on test scores  
When African-American and Hispanic children from lower-income families have the opportunity 
to go to school with students from families with higher incomes, their academic achievement 
tends to increase, research shows. However, such research generally does not focus on the impact 
of socio-economic integration on students from families with higher incomes. Does such 
integration negatively affect their achievement?  

School Percent qualifying for free and 
reduced-price lunch

# CCRPI score 

The Museum School 12 89

Avondale Elementary 95 56

Peachcrest Elementary 95 44



A 2015 study by the National Center for Educational Statistics analyzed eighth grade math scores 
based on race and racial makeup of schools, taking into account family socio-economic status. 
The purpose of the study was to examine the achievement gap between African-American and 
white students. The study found that a significant gap remained between African-American and 
white students even when the school was integrated, though the gap narrowed when the study 
controlled for socio-economic status and parents’ education. Regarding the impact of a diverse 
environment on white students, the study found that white students in schools that were 40 to 
60 percent African-American scored exactly the same as white students with fewer than 20 
percent of students were African-American. 

Because the study’s primary focus was racial disparity, it does not directly answer the question 
about the impact of socio-economic integration on students with higher incomes. But with 75 
percent of African-American and Hispanic students concentrated in low-income schools, 
according to an analysis by The Atlantic, it stands to reason that schools with the highest percent 
of minority students are overwhelmingly populated with students who are also low-income. 
Therefore, this study should provide some assurance for parents who are concerned that 
their child’s test scores will decline if their school becomes more socio-economically diverse. 
There is no evidence that such a decline occurs.  

Over the years, research has consistently found that diversity does not negatively impact test 
scores of students of any race, and a diverse environment can positively impact the academic 
outcomes of minority students, according to an overview titled, “How Racially Diverse Schools 
and Classrooms Can Benefit All Students,” published by The Century Foundation, a progressive 
organization. 

Social advantages of diverse schools 
Higher education research reviewed by The Century Foundation shows that all students benefit 
in a variety of ways when exposed to diversity at school. 

A 2004 study documented improved cognitive skills, including critical thinking and 
problem-solving, among college students who were exposed to students different from 
themselves, according to The Century Foundation’s report.  

Other studies show that students exposed to diversity are more successful in relating to their 
classmates, participating in class discussions, and questioning their assumptions. Diverse 
classrooms can reduce prejudice by promoting greater contact between students of different 
races, both informally and in classroom settings, and by encouraging relationships and 
friendships, the report says.  

Many parents, especially those in the millennial generation, seek out diverse learning 
environments so their children will be prepared to succeed in a global society. “Ninety-six 
percent of major employers say it’s ‘important’ that employees be comfortable working with 
colleagues, customers, and/or clients from diverse cultural backgrounds,” the report says.  

https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/subject/studies/pdf/school_composition_and_the_bw_achievement_gap_2015.pdf
http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2016/02/concentration-poverty-american-schools/471414/
https://tcf.org/content/report/how-racially-diverse-schools-and-classrooms-can-benefit-all-students/


School districts around the country, including New York City and Minneapolis, are exploring 
ways to integrate their schools based on socio-economic factors as well as race.  

Conclusion 
The Museum School has been racially diverse since it opened, with about 40 percent of students 
identified as non-white. The school has consistently provided a racially diverse environment. 

Despite recruiting efforts and the school’s location in a community with many low-income 
families, the school has not achieved socio-economic diversity. By increasing outreach efforts 
and making recruiting a year-round priority, TMS will gradually enroll more students from 
lower-income families.  

The result will be a more diverse school community that will benefit all students and create a 
stronger TMS.  

*Income for students qualifying for free lunch is $31,525 or less for a family of four. Families 
earning $44,863 or less can qualify for reduced-price lunch.  

TMS feeder middle and high schools  

School Percent qualifying for free and 
reduced-price lunch

#  CCRPI score

Bethune Middle 95 55

DeKalb School of the Arts 27 100

Druid Hills Middle 56 73

Druid Hills High 54 81

Towers High 75 57

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/23/nyregion/race-and-class-collide-in-a-plan-for-two-brooklyn-schools.html
http://www.startribune.com/urban-school-districts-are-among-least-integrated/339132801/


Schools with socio-economic diversity 

Schools without socio-economic diversity 

Schools with socio-economic diversity and high test scores   

# CCRPI: College and Career Ready Performance Index, a measure of school success in Georgia based 
largely on standardized test scores 

Source: Georgia Department of Education  
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School Percent qualifying for free and 
reduced-price lunch

# CCRPI score

Briar Vista Elementary 54 74

Evansdale Elementary 57 72

International Community 
School

72 62

Midvale Elementary 65 63

Main Street Academy (Fulton) 51 63

School Percent qualifying for free and 
reduced-price lunch

# CCRPI score

The Museum School 12 89

Austin Elementary 5 97

Fernbank Elementary 14 80

GLOBE Academy 5 84

Vanderlyn Elementary 5 93

School Percent qualifying for free and 
reduced-price lunch

# CCRPI score

Laurel Ridge Elementary 42 89

PATH Academy 95 83

Robert Shaw Theme School 87 79

Drew Charter School (Atlanta) 50 84




